Steering into
the food transition
Re-thinking the climate change challenge
for New Zealand food & agriculture
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Feeding more people, cutting back on emissions
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Reducing emissions is challenging, but can be done
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“With so much information flying around about climate change,
we have tried to cut through the noise for concerned but
conflicted New Zealand farmers and producers. Whichever
way you look at it, we need to produce more food with fewer
emissions.

Steering the transition beats having it imposed
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We take a fresh look at who, what, how and why, and look
forward to working together to steer the coming food transition.”

Working together to make it happen
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Todd Charteris, CEO, Rabobank NZ
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Feeding more people,
cutting back on emissions
The world’s population is increasing and will reach over
10 billion people by 2050.
The scientific and political consensus - the Paris Agreement
- is that we must contain global warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius. Food producers are faced with the challenge to feed
a larger population while reducing carbon emissions.
New Zealand earns its living through food and agriculture.

As efficient food producers, we have an obligation to
feed the world. The Paris Agreement* states that all
countries should not reduce food production in pursuit
of climate goals.

* Article 2(b)
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Setting the standard
for the rest of the world
New Zealand farmers are in a strong position to set the standard for
the rest of the world.
We already have relatively low emissions profiles per kg of
production and are starting to make further inroads. Our
biggest emitter, dairy, is the most carbon-efficient in the
world by almost one third.
History shows that New Zealand agriculture is innovative
and adaptive when presented with a problem and given the
time and resources to solve it.
In the main, New Zealand farmers are keen to do the right
thing and are getting strong signals from the consumer,
Government and community to do this.
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Reducing emissions is
challenging, but can be done
With the right strategies, actions and commitment we can succeed.
By moving, over time, towards a combination of high
efficiency production, healthy and plant-richer diets and
reduced waste, we can get across the line with room to
spare.
Four areas of promise for New Zealand are;
1. Taking a ‘swarm’ approach to innovation on farm, off
farm and system wide to move the worst performers
more towards the best performers
2. Embracing precision agriculture – measuring and
optimising what we produce and how we do it
3. Tackling unnecessary food waste
4. Getting the ‘offsetting’ strategy right – we can’t let
forestry eat our productive farmland, but it does have a
strong complementary role.
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Steering the transition beats
having it imposed
It’s up to the food and agriculture sector to help steer the transition.
If we do nothing, our planet will reach 2 degrees warming
thresholds from agriculture alone.
Farmers and producers will arguably be more affected than
anyone else if we don’t turn the tide on climate change –
which will bring more adverse weather events, droughts
and disease.
Retailers, consumers, competitors and regulators will
impose their solutions on us, if we don’t get ahead of the
issue.
In almost all cases, over the long-term, sustainable business
is also good business.
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Working together
to make it happen
Rabobank New Zealand is keen to play our part and work with
others to steer the food transition.
Rabobank is New Zealand’s only specialist food and
agribusiness bank. Rabobank was set up in the Netherlands
over 120 years ago as a cooperative - by farmers, for farmers.
Today Rabobank operates in 38 countries and is among the
world’s 30 largest financial institutions.
Here in New Zealand, Rabobank has a single-minded focus
on supporting the full food and agri supply sector, starting
with farmers, growers and food producers, right through to
processors and exporters.
Our 500 employees work from 28 offices across New
Zealand, and from our new purpose-built head office
in Hamilton. Our employees are deeply committed to
communities where they live and work.
Under our global mission of Growing a Better World
Together, Rabobank takes a long-term view of food and agri.
Rabobank works alongside our rural and wholesale clients,
supporting them to achieve their business and sustainability
goals.
To find out more about steering into the food transition,
visit us at rabobank.co.nz
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